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Confucian Tradition as Portrayed in Lu-Xun’s Short Story ‘Medicine’
Name of Student
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In his work ‘Medicine’, Lu-Xun portrays Confucian tradition as cannibalistic. He criticizes Chinese traditional society that is based on Confucian ideals as backward, stifling, and narrow-minded (Lu, 2009). He advocates for the incorporation of the west ideology ideas into the Chinese society. Chinese Confucian tradition is wicked as it leads to suffering of its people.

In the story titled ‘Medicine’, Lu-Xun talks about a young boy known as ‘Little-Bold’ who is suffering from tuberculosis. Parents try to find ways of curing him. They feed him on the steamed bread with blood on it. The blood belonged to one of the rebels who was mentioned in the end. The seller assures them that the medicine is guaranteed to cure their son. The son’s state of health does not improve and he eventually dies. The father notices some kind of commotion just before he receives the steamed bread. They are people assembled together, he, later on, learn that the commotion was the execution of a youth, who was a revolutionary, advocating for the overthrow of the system that was dynastic. The executed youth is seen as a young person who was rooted in Confucian traditional society, symbolized by those who arrested and executed him (Lu,2009). Therefore, the blood was that of a revolutionary since the father received it immediately after execution, which is an act of cannibalism.

Also, the young son’s consumption of the youth revolutionary’s blood symbolizes his perpetuation of and complicity of Confucian tradition. The act itself indicates a backward and an outmoded concept as the parents try to cure their son through a horrific and an unproven method rather than using modern western medicine and science to cure their son.

Eventually, the son passes on, another victim to the outmoded and superstitious beliefs affecting traditional Chinese society (Ritcher,2015). The death raises Lu-Xun’s concern about what will happen to young ones who are not protected from the damages of traditional society. He is trying to arm the children and enlighten them against outmoded and superstitious ideas. He shows that such ideas are destructive as they hinder human development and even lead to loss of life.

Lu-Xun uses ‘evil’ and ‘human blood’ to indicate that ‘norms’ from the past will not work. He fights for change in the society and shows that sacrificing human is not ‘normal’ and wicked acts in the past should be left in the past (Richter,2015).

Lu-Xun makes the blood on the steamed bread to be that of a rebel to show the separation between the revolutionaries ant the public. Usually, the public should support the revolutionaries for a better society. Unfortunately, in this case, the public believed that the revolutionaries are criminals and even go to an extent of consuming their blood. According to Heinrich (2008), lack of support from the public makes revolutionaries fail in their mission to civilize societies. Therefore, the societies continue to suffer the atrocities of traditional ideologies. 

Moreover, the fact that the revolutionary’s family sold him to the government that was corrupt indicates betrayal from the public. The revolutionaries who fought to better the Chinese society back then became so alienated from the public that they were supposed to unite and enlighten (Heinrich, 2008). Hence, this made the society to remain rooted in traditional ideologies that were not helpful to the people. 

In conclusion, Lu-Xun shows that it is possible to break these thinking habits when mother Hua crossed the path and walked towards mother Xia. This indicates the eradication of the boundary that separates persons in the society. In the end, the united Chinese society stood up to combat injustice, this was symbolized by the two mothers finally walking together.
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